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Announcement of Naresuan University Council

Subject: Honorary Doctorates to Be Conferred for the Year 2024

Naresuan University Council, under the authority as set forth by Section 14 (3)

of the 1990 Naresuan University Act, and pursuant to the resolution as agreed upon by Naresuan

University Council at its 328" meeting (9/2024) held on Friday, 4 October 2024, the Council

has resolved to confer honorary doctorates for the year 2024 as follows:

Professor Emeritus Dr. Somchit Hanucharurnkut

Honorary Doctorate in Nursing Science

Mrs. Cynthiakah
Honorary Doctorate in ASEAN Studies

Announced on the 14 day of November 2024.

(Professor Emeritus Dr. Prasit Watanapa, M.D., Ph.D.)

Chairman of Naresuan University Council
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Honorary Proclamation

Emeritus Professor Somchit Hanucharoenkul

Doctor of Philosophy, Honorary Doctorate in Nursing

Emeritus Professor Somchit Hanucharoenkul earned her Bachelor’s degree in
Nursing and Midwifery from Siriraj Nursing School, Faculty of Medicine Siriraj Hospital,
Mahidol University, in 1967. She completed her Master’s and Doctoral degrees in Nursing
at Wayne State University, USA, in 1972 and 1988, respectively. She currently serves as a

consultant at Ramathibodi School of Nursing, Faculty of Medicine, Mahidol University.

Emeritus Professor Somchit Hanucharoenkul has been a pivotal figure in
advancing the nursing profession in Thailand. She served as a faculty member in the
Department of Nursing, Faculty of Medicine Siriraj Hospital, Mahidol University.
She co-founded the College of Advanced Nursing and Midwifery under the Nursing Council
and developed Thailand’s first curriculum in Radiology Nursing. She also led significant
national nursing policy initiatives, such as requiring advanced practice nurses to obtain
specialized certification and expanding the role of nurse practitioners to provide
primary care under the National Health Security Policy, thereby enhancing public access

to healthcare services.

On the international stage, Emeritus Professor Somchit Hanucharoenkul initiated
Thailand’ s first international doctoral program in nursing in collaboration with overseas
universities. She advanced nursing education and research, authored textbooks, and
presented at international conferences on the role of nursing and Thailand’ s healthcare
system. These efforts have led to the recognition of Thai nursing in Southeast Asian

countries.

Emeritus Professor Somchit Hanucharoenkul’ s exceptional contributions have
profoundly impacted public health in Thailand, both directly and indirectly. In recognition
of her unwavering dedication and remarkable achievements, the Naresuan University
Council unanimously resolved to confer upon her the Honorary Doctorate of Philosophy
in Nursing as a tribute to her exemplary service and as a public testament to

her remarkable achievements.
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Honorary Proclamation
Mrs. Cynthiakah
Doctor of Philosophy, Honorary Doctorate in ASEAN Studies

Mrs. Cynthiakah earned her bachelor’s degree in Medicine and Surgery from the
Institute of Medicine, Yangon, Myanmar, in 1985. She currently resides in Mae Sot District,
Tak Province, Thailand, where, in collaboration with fellow displaced persons, she
established the Mae Tao Clinic in 1989 to provide medical care to displaced individuals
along the Thai-Myanmar border.

Despite the complexities of the borderland context and issues of national
sovereignty, Mrs. Cynthiakah has demonstrated a profound understanding of the social
dynamicsalong the Mae Sot border region. With her medical expertise and community
leadership, she has worked closely with Thai government agencies, including provincial
health offices and border district hospitals, to improve healthcare services for migrant
populations. Her efforts encompass managing infectious disease outbreaks, conducting initial
screenings for malaria and tuberculosis, and referring patients to network healthcare
facilities. Through these initiatives, she has been able to assist approximately 30,000
patients annually.

Mrs. Cynthiakah also founded the Child Development Center (CDC) to offer
educational opportunities to stateless and displaced children in Mae Sot. The center
ensures these children receive protection and education, shielding them from exploitation
and involvement in drugs, thereby effectively addressing broader social issues. Additionally,
she co-founded the Suwannimit Foundation to support education and healthcare services for
displaced persons in Mae Sot through collaboration with governmental and
non-governmental partners. The foundation has been widely recognized in Thai society
and acknowledged by key government institutions.

Mrs.  Cynthiakah has made significant academic contributions through her
international lectures and publications. Her impactful work has been recognized globally,
earning her several prestigious awards, including the Ramon Magsaysay Award for
Community Leadership and the Human Rights Defender Award from the National Human
Rights Commission of Thailand. She has also been nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize
for Indigenous Women.

Mrs. Cynthiakah’ s unwavering dedication to upholding human dignity transcends
national borders. Her work has fostered greater awareness in Thai society of the
importance of global citizenship and respect for diversity. In recognition of her outstanding
contributions, the Naresuan University Council unanimously resolved to confer upon
Mrs. Cynthiakah the Honorary Doctorate of Philosophy in ASEAN Studies as a tribute to her
exceptional service and as a public testament to her remarkable achievements.
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